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twenty he was destitute of wealth, family, friends, or in-
fluence to support the tottering throne which he had seized,
but which without her he would probably in a very short
time have lost, together with his own life. Many have won-
dered how it was that at the beginning of his career Cosimo,
so signally without the means to effect such a result, should
have been able so quickly and firmly to establish his power;
the secret lies in Eleonora di Toledo. Cosimo in time himself
became rich by a sound fiscal policy, and by the private trad-
ing which he throughout his life carried on; but these sources
of income took time to develop, and his urgent want at the
commencement was money with which to start such opera-
tions, and to maintain a military force for his own protec-
tion ; Eleonora brought him the immediately available wealth
of which he stood so much in need. Cosimo was also without
friends or influence to back him; Eleonora brought him the
powerful support of her father whose only child she was,
and who as ruler over the whole of southern Italy was always
able to put pressure upon the Pope to prevent the latter from
molesting Cosimo, as he was very desirous of doing. Above
all Eleonora had exactly the kind of character which made
her an admirable wife to a man of Cosimo's peculiar disposi-
tion. She understood how to treat his dark and gloomy moods,
and to soothe his fierce rage; she was strongly devoted to him,
and never lost her great influence with him during all the
twenty-three years of their married life; she was the only
channel to his favour; and she was throughout her life a most
sensible adviser to him. Though accustomed until she arrived
in Florence to the far greater grandeur of her father's vice-
regal palace at Naples, she never complained at being given
as a residence the gloomy Palazzo Vecchio, until after ten
years Cosimo's circumstances enabled him to provide her with
a more suitable abode. Lastly, the extent and beneficial nature
of her influence is amply demonstrated by the marked deterio-
ration to be observed in Cosimo Js character from the time that
death deprived him of her when she was forty years of age.